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rapidly and radically in our times; but there are at least some signs of 
an antagonistic movement, even in the class of most eminent scientists 
and thinkers. It may be that the tendency toward mechanizing the 
universe has reached its acme. If so, it is certainly possible that religious 
faith — and particularly the belief in immortality — may enter into a 
period of growth, transformation, and rejuvenation comparable to 
that which, on Leuba's theory, the human race was witnessing two 
thousand years ago. Yet this is but a hope, and one can only say in 
conclusion that Professor Leuba has put in his debt all those who have 
the welfare of religion at heart by showing them that the situation is 
really much more serious than most of them had supposed. 

James Bissett Pratt 
Williams College 



LECTURES ON PREACHING 

The title of Bishop McDowell's lectures clearly declares their 
purpose, 1 and the lectures with growing clearness and force accomplish 
the end. There is no effort to reinterpret religious truth, but to connect 
Christian experience with its source and make it more vital and effective. 
But the method of approach is modern. The author understands that 
the order of faith for most men is through personal knowledge of Jesus, 
and that the condition of power for all men is in the true imitation of 
Jesus; not a servile repetition of creed or copying of manner, but the 
entering into his fellowship with God and growing in his love for men. 
Familiar doctrines of the church, such as incarnation and reconciliation, 
get a new and dynamic meaning through such natural and human inter- 
pretation. 

The lecturer here is always the preacher. Every lecture is a ser- 
mon. To the young men before him he pours out his own experience 
of the grace of Christ, his own passion to bring men into the obedience 
of sons. It is the spirit of the lectures that is cleansing and impelling. 
The method naturally leads to repetition and the danger of appeal. 
But Bishop McDowell's noble spiritual manhood saves him from the 
least touch of unreality. 

The lectures have large-mindedness as to practical problems of 
religion and wisdom in dealing with men. Every page has suggestions 
for the preacher. A brief quotation must be enough. There is no wiser 

1 Good Ministers of Jesus Christ. (Lyman Beecher Lectures on Preaching, 
Yale University, 1017.) By William Fraser McDowell. New York: Abingdon 
Press, 1917. 307 pages. $1.25. 
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chapter than "The Ministry of Co-operation." "Co-operation consists 
in working with all the forces that make for the new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness. Nor is this easy. Some of those forces are 
not baptized. They do not care much for the church or the ministry. 
There is an immense quantity of such power outside the church. Work 
with them. Work with them. Do not fight against any force that is 
fighting Christ's hard battles in the world. The church is not the only 
agency he has. To change the figure, we are not the only sheep that 
belong to him" (p. 242). 

Arthur S. Hoyt 
Auburn Theological Seminary 



BRIEF MENTION 

OLD TESTAMENT AND SEMITICS 

Longacre, Lindsay B. A Prophet of the Spirit. A Sketch of the Character and 
Work of Jeremiah. New York: Methodist Book Concern, 1917. 128 
pages. $0.75. 

This is an admirable little book to put into the hands of an inquiring student who 
yet has everything to learn regarding the modern way of approaching the study of the 
Old Testament. It is excellently written and well adapted to the purpose for which it 
was written. The prophet Jeremiah is made to appear like a real man working among 
his fellow-men. The conditions of his day are vividly presented, and his own personal 
qualifications and weaknesses are clearly portrayed. There is nothing in the book to 
shock the most pious soul, and yet the whole spirit and method of the work are modern. 
Probably no scholar would agree with all of the positions assumed in the book. For 
instance, the acceptance of the "new covenant" material as coming from Jeremiah 
is not commonly granted, nor is it quite clear that Jeremiah at first aided Deuterono- 
my's reform. Some things perhaps might have been added to the treatment with 
advantage. A work on Jeremiah that does not discuss the question of Jeremiah's 
authorship of much that goes under his name and does not emphasize his tremendous 
influence upon the development of monotheism leaves much to be desired from the 
point of view of an adequate presentation of Jeremiah's work; but the author is not 
offering us an original or exhaustive treatment, and with what he has presented we 
have every reason to be well satisfied. 

J. M. P. S. 

DOCTRINAL 

Mains, George Preston. Religious Experience: Its Evidential Value. New 

York: Abingdon Press, 191 7. 272 pages. $1.25. 

The first part of the book is an affirmation that there is a supernatural power 
working upon man, lifting him out of his purely human state of wretchedness and sin. 
The second part attempts to show that the actual Christian experience is such as to 



